
Scottish Natural Heritage 

To fence or not to fence…? 



Scottish Natural Heritage  
FENCING POLICY 

• Joint approach  

• No presumption for or 
against  

• Risk assessment 
approach 

 



Scottish Natural Heritage  
General Principles 

• Minimise adverse 
impacts 

• Take account of life 
time costs 

• Costs covered by 
those who benefit 



Scottish Natural Heritage  
Key areas for consideration 

 
– Public safety 
– Deer Welfare 
– Biodiversity 
– Landscape and 

cultural heritage 
– Access 
– Socio economics 



Scottish Natural Heritage Key Principle 

• Understanding the 
negative impact 
 

• Establishing a 
baseline 
 

• All high negative 
impacts mitigated. 



Scottish Natural Heritage Public Safety 
• Corridors 

 
 

• Maintenance 
 
 

• Visibility 



Scottish Natural Heritage Biodiversity 
• Displacement 

 
• Birdstrike 

 
• EPS 



Scottish Natural Heritage Access 
 



Scottish Natural Heritage Welfare 



Scottish Natural Heritage Landscape 

• Reducing visitor appeal in valued areas 
 
– View points 
– Wildland 
– National Scenic Areas 

 
• Damaging the cultural heritage 

 
– Scheduled ancient monuments 
– Archaeological sites 
 

 



Scottish Natural Heritage Socio Economics 

 
  

 

• Fencing Costs expense 
– Construction costs 
– Maintenance costs 
– Removal costs 

• Fencing is not a substitute for deer control 
 

• Respect other interests 
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